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No American state is more antistatist than Alaska. And no state takes in more federal money per capita,
which accounts for a full third of Alaska’s economy. This seeming paradox underlies the story Stephen
Haycox tells in Battleground Alaska, a history of the fraught dynamic between development and
environmental regulation in a state aptly dubbed “The Last Frontier.” Examining inconvenient truths, the
book investigates the genesis and persistence of the oft-heard claim that Congress has trampled Alaska’s
sovereignty with its management of the state's pristine wilderness. At the same time it debunks the myth of
an inviolable Alaska statehood compact at the center of this claim.

Unique, isolated, and remote, Alaska’s economy depends as much on absentee corporate exploitation of its
natural resources, particularly oil, as it does on federal spending. This dependency forces Alaskans to
endorse any economic development in the state, putting them in conflict with restrictive environmental
constraint. Battleground Alaska reveals how Alaskans’ abiding resentment of federal regulation and control
has exacerbated the tensions and political sparring between these camps—and how Alaska’s leaders have
exploited this antistatist sentiment to promote their own agendas, specifically the opening of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. Haycox builds his history and critique around four now classic
environmental battles in modern Alaska: the establishment of the ANWR is the 1950s; the construction of
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in the 1970s; the passage of the Alaska National Interests Lands Conservation Act
in 1980; and the struggle that culminated in the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990.

What emerges is a complex tale, with no clear-cut villains and heroes, that explains why Alaskans as a
collective almost always opt for development, even as they profess their genuine love for the beauty and
bounty of their state’s environment. Yet even as it exposes the potential folly of this practice, Haycox’s work
reminds environmentalists that all wilderness is inhabited, and that human life depends—as it always
has—on the exploitation of the earth’s resources.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's
Last Wilderness seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in
America's Last Wilderness is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the
book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness. You never experience lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Mark Gallegos:

The publication with title Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

John Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in
America's Last Wilderness why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nicole Montes:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness when you needed it?
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