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Examines how twentieth-century women writers depict female bodily shame and trauma.

How does physical, emotional, and sexual abuse shape women’s perceptions of their bodies and identities?
How are women’s psyches affected by the sexual, racial, and cultural denigration that occurs when women’s
bodies are represented as defective, spoiled, damaged, or dirtied? Embodied Shame skillfully explores these
questions in the context of recent writings by North American women, contributing to work in shame theory
and to feminist analyses of the intersections of theories of the body, affect, emotions, narrative, and trauma.
By examining popular contemporary fictional and nonfictional texts, including Alice Munro’s Lives of Girls
and Women, Dorothy Allison’s Bastard Out of Carolina, Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, Edwidge
Danticat’s Breath, Eyes, Memory, and Lucy Grealy’s Autobiography of a Face, J. Brooks Bouson
illuminates how deeply entrenched bodily shame continues to operate in contemporary culture, even as we
celebrate the supposed freeing of the female body from the social and cultural constraints that have long
bound it.

“Bouson attracts immediate attention with her compelling title. After a tight introduction, the author offers
chapters on works worthy of intense critical analysis … Throughout, Bouson provides clear considerations of
where and how these works will extend the discourse of shame theory, which is a relatively new area of
scholarly work.” — CHOICE

J. Brooks Bouson is Professor of English at Loyola University Chicago. She is the author of Jamaica
Kincaid: Writing Memory, Writing Back to the Mother and Quiet As It’s Kept: Shame, Trauma, and Race in
the Novels of Toni Morrison, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

The book Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's Writings can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's
Writings? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Embodied Shame:
Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's Writings has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Christopher Patterson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's Writings your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in
Contemporary Women's Writings giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Killgore:

The book untitled Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's Writings
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice go through.

Tommy Bowles:

Beside this Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary Women's Writings in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Embodied Shame: Uncovering Female Shame in Contemporary



Women's Writings because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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