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Marking the forty-fifth anniversary of Apollo 11’s moon landing, First Man by James Hansen offers the only
authorized glimpse into the life of America’s most famous astronaut, Neil Armstrong—the man whose “one
small step” changed history.

“The Eagle has landed.”

When Apollo 11 touched down on the moon’s surface in 1969, the first man on the moon became a legend.
In First Man, Hansen explores the life of Neil Armstrong. Based on over fifty hours of interviews with the
intensely private Armstrong, who also gave Hansen exclusive access to private documents and family
sources, this “magnificent panorama of the second half of the American twentieth century” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review) is an unparalleled biography of an American icon.

Upon his return to earth, Armstrong was honored and celebrated for his monumental achievement. He was
also—as James R. Hansen reveals in this fascinating and important biography—misunderstood. Armstrong’s
accomplishments as engineer, test pilot, and astronaut have long been a matter of record, but Hansen’s
unprecedented access to private documents and unpublished sources and his interviews with more than 125
subjects (including more than fifty hours with Armstrong himself) yield this first in-depth analysis of an
elusive American celebrity still renowned the world over.

In a riveting narrative filled with revelations, Hansen vividly recreates Armstrong’s career in flying, from his
seventy-eight combat missions as a naval aviator flying over North Korea to his formative transatmospheric
flights in the rocket-powered X-15 to his piloting Gemini VIII to the first-ever docking in space. These
milestones made it seem, as Armstrong’s mother Viola memorably put it, “as if from the very moment he
was born—farther back still—that our son was somehow destined for the Apollo 11 mission.”

For a pilot who cared more about flying to the Moon than he did about walking on it, Hansen asserts,
Armstrong’s storied vocation exacted a dear personal toll, paid in kind by his wife and children. For the
forty-five years since the Moon landing, rumors have swirled around Armstrong concerning his dreams of
space travel, his religious beliefs, and his private life.

In a penetrating exploration of American hero worship, Hansen addresses the complex legacy of the First
Man, as an astronaut and as an individual. In First Man, the personal, technological, epic, and iconic blend to
form the portrait of a great but reluctant hero who will forever be known as history’s most famous space
traveler.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

The book First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book First Man: The
Life of Neil A. Armstrong to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and
read a guide First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kirsten Muncy:

This First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having First Man: The Life of
Neil A. Armstrong in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Cicely Silber:

This First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with
knowledge.

Robert Armistead:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and First Man: The Life of Neil A.
Armstrong or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-



book, any other book likes First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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