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In this revelatory book, Sudhir Venkatesh takes us into Maquis Park, a poor black neighborhood on
Chicago's Southside, to explore the desperate, dangerous, and remarkable ways in which a community
survives. We find there an entire world of unregulated, unreported, and untaxed work, a system of living off
the books that is daily life in the ghetto. From women who clean houses and prepare lunches for the local
hospital to small-scale entrepreneurs like the mechanic who works in an alley; from the preacher who
provides mediation services to the salon owner who rents her store out for gambling parties; and from street
vendors hawking socks and incense to the drug dealing and extortion of the local gang, we come to see how
these activities form the backbone of the ghetto economy.

What emerges are the innumerable ways that these men and women, immersed in their shadowy economic
pursuits, are connected to and reliant upon one another. The underground economy, as Venkatesh's subtle
storytelling reveals, functions as an intricate web, and in the strength of its strands lie the fates of many
Maquis Park residents. The result is a dramatic narrative of individuals at work, and a rich portrait of a
community. But while excavating the efforts of men and women to generate a basic livelihood for
themselves and their families, Off the Books offers a devastating critique of the entrenched poverty that we
so often ignore in America, and reveals how the underground economy is an inevitable response to the
ghetto's appalling isolation from the rest of the country.
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From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor.

Robert Riggio:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Off the Books: The
Underground Economy of the Urban Poor suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Pooris
the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Fred Musso:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Hilary Winters:

Beside that Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it
from currently!
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