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During World War II and the last days of British occupation in India, fifteen-year-old Vidya dreams of
attending college. But when her forward-thinking father is beaten senseless by the British police, she is
forced to live with her grandfather’s large traditional family, where the women live apart from the men and
are meant to be married off as soon as possible.

Vidya’s only refuge becomes her grandfather’s upstairs library, which is forbidden to women. There she
meets Raman, a young man also living in the house who relishes her intellectual curiosity. But when Vidya’s
brother makes a choice the family cannot condone, and when Raman seems to want more than friendship,
Vidkya must question all she has believed in.

Padma Venkatraman’s debut novel poignantly shows a girl struggling to find her place in a mixedup world.
Climbing the Stairs is a powerful story about love and loss set against a fascinating historical backdrop.

Read Padma Venkatraman's posts on the Penguin Blog.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

The book with title Climbing the Stairs has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Theodore Huff:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Climbing the Stairs is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Richard Horgan:

Beside this Climbing the Stairs in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Climbing the Stairs
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Richard Ortega:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Climbing the Stairs. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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