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In Powerless by Design Michel Feher addresses Western officials’ responses to post–Cold War conflicts and
analyzes the reactions of the Left to their governments’ positions. Sometime in the early 1990s, Feher argues,
U.S. and European leaders began portraying themselves as the representatives of a new international
community. In that capacity, they developed a doctrine that was not only at odds with the rhetoric of the
Cold War but also a far cry from the “new world order” announced at the outset of the decade. Whereas their
predecessors had invested every regional conflict with an ideological stake, explains Feher, the
representatives of this international community claimed that the crises they confronted did not call for
partisan involvement.
Exemplary of this new approach were Western responses to ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia and
genocide in Rwanda. In order to avoid costly interventions, U.S. and European leaders traced these crimes to
ancient tribal enmities and professed that the role of the international community should be limited to a
humanitarian, impartial, and conciliatory engagement with all the warring parties. They thus managed to
appear righteous but powerless, at least until NATO’s intervention in Kosovo. Faced with this doctrine, both
the liberal and radical wings of the Western Left found themselves in an uneasy position. Liberals, while
lured by their leaders’ humanitarianism were nonetheless disturbed by the dismal results of the policies
carried out in the name of the international community. Conversely, anti-imperialist militants were quick to
mock the hypocrisy of their governments’ helpless indignation, yet certainly not prepared to demand that
Western powers resort to force.
Are we still in this “age of the international community”? Feher shows that with NATO’s intervention in
Kosovo, both liberal and radical activists suddenly found their mark: the former welcomed the newfound
resolve of their governments, while the latter condemned it as the return of the imperialist “new world
order.” For Western leaders, however, the war against Serbia proved an accident rather than a turning point.
Indeed, less than a year later, their indifference to the destruction of Chechnya by Russian troops suggested
that the discursive strategy exposed in Powerless by Design might remain with us for quite some time.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Roberts:

The book Powerless by Design: The Age of the International Community (Public planet books) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Powerless by Design: The Age of the International Community (Public planet
books) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide Powerless by
Design: The Age of the International Community (Public planet books). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mark Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a book. The book Powerless by Design: The Age of the International Community (Public planet books) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Kathleen Bonds:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Powerless by Design: The Age of the International Community (Public planet books) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Joan Green:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Powerless by Design: The Age of the International Community (Public
planet books) when you necessary it?
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