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The immensely popular and durable Pygmalion has long been familiar to readers and audiences as a unique
combination and reworking of two well-known stories, Ovid's telling of the Pygmalion myth and Charles
Perrault's "Cinderella." According to Berst, Shaw's heartily derivative play is well on its way to assuming a
"major place in the mythic tradition" alongside these two classics. As he accompanies the reader through
each of the play's five acts, Berst illumines not only Shaw's understanding of the mythic power of the
Pygmalion and Cinderella stories but also the striking departures he took from them. What results is new
insight into the theatrical skill that has made Shaw, in the eyes of many, the greatest English playwright after
Shakespeare. Just as "Perrault makes Cinderella's growth from a girl to a woman more important than the
hocus-pocus of her transformation, " Berst views the spiritual themes in Pygmalion, played out in Eliza's
evolution, as the richest, most enduring locus of Shaw's thematic intentions. In comparing the different
versions of the play - Shaw's original script, his later revisions, his script for the film version, and the My
Fair Lady script - Berst gives us an unprecedented and detailed overview of those intentions. Maddeningly,
Shaw saw his "romance" transformed by many directors into a simplistic love story coupling Higgins and
Eliza at the end. Berst's account of Shaw's exasperated efforts to thwart such stagings of Pygmalion - he
tried, often unsuccessfully, to forbid "any suggestion that the middle-aged bully and the girl of eighteen are
lovers" - is highly entertaining and bemusing.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

This Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) are usually reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on
Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Pygmalion: Shaw's
Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lily Winstead:

The particular book Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Pygmalion:
Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Anita Winn:

Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) but
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Glover:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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