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Will the 'Alala ever return to the wild? A bird sacred to Hawaiians and a member of the raven family, the
'Alala today survives only in captivity. How the species once flourished, how it has been driven to near-
extinction, and how people struggled to save it, is the gripping story of Seeking the Sacred Raven.

For years, author Mark Jerome Walters has tracked the sacred bird's role in Hawaiian culture and the
indomitable 'Alala's sad decline. Trekking through Hawaii's rain forests high on Mauna Loa, talking with
biologists, landowners, and government officials, he has woven an epic tale of missed opportunities and the
best intentions gone awry. A species that once numbered in the thousands is now limited to about 50 captive
birds.

Seeking the Sacred Raven is as much about people and culture as it is about failed policies. From the ancient
Polynesians who first settled the island, to Captain Cook in the 18th century, to would-be saviors of the
'Alala in the 1990s, individuals with conflicting passions and priorities have shaped Hawaii and the fate of
this dwindling cloud-forest species.

Walters captures brilliantly the internecine politics among private landowners, scientists, environmental
groups, individuals and government agencies battling over the bird's habitat and protection. It's only one
species, only one bird, but Seeking the Sacred Raven illustrates vividly the many dimensions of species loss,
for the human as well as non-human world.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Carrillo:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Seeking the Sacred Raven:
Politics and Extinction on a Hawaiian Island. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Louis Trent:

The particular book Seeking the Sacred Raven: Politics and Extinction on a Hawaiian Island will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Seeking the Sacred
Raven: Politics and Extinction on a Hawaiian Island is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marian Buell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Seeking the Sacred Raven: Politics and Extinction on
a Hawaiian Island why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sandra Birk:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Seeking the Sacred Raven: Politics and Extinction
on a Hawaiian Island to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Seeking the Sacred Raven: Politics and
Extinction on a Hawaiian Island can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of these time.
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