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Abraham Lincoln worried that the "walls" of the constitution would ultimately be leveled by the "silent
artillery of time." His fears materialized with the 1913 ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment, which, by
eliminating federalism's structural protection, altered the very nature and meaning of federalism. Ralph A.
Rossum's provocative new book considers the forces unleashed by an amendment to install the direct
election of U.S. Senators. Far from expecting federalism to be protected by an activist court, the Framers,
Rossum argues, expected the constitutional structure, particularly the election of the Senate by state
legislatures, to sustain it. In Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment Rossum
challenges the fundamental jurisprudential assumptions about federalism. He also provides a powerful
indictment of the controversial federalist decisions recently handed down by an activist U.S. Supreme Court
seeking to fill the gap created by the Seventeenth Amendment's ratification and protect the original federal
design.

Rossum's masterful handling of the development of federalism restores the true significance to an
amendment previously consigned to the footnotes of history. It demonstrates how the original federal design
has been amended out of existence; the interests of states as states abandoned and federalism left
unprotected, both structurally and democratically. It highlights the ultimate irony of constitutional
democracy: that an amendment intended to promote democracy, even at the expense of federalism, has been
undermined by an activist court intent on protecting federalism, at the expense of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

William Burns:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth
Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional Democracy. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the
Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional Democracy. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sandra Bryson:

The reserve untitled Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of
Constitutional Democracy is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Federalism, the Supreme
Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional Democracy from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jean Gaskin:

Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional Democracy
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment: The
Irony of Constitutional Democracy however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Patrick Leon:

Beside that Federalism, the Supreme Court, and the Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional
Democracy in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Federalism, the Supreme Court, and
the Seventeenth Amendment: The Irony of Constitutional Democracy because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts



concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
as well as read it from today!
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