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Debate surrounding "China's rise," and the prospects of its possible challenge to America's preeminence, has
focused on two questions: whether the United States should "contain" or "engage" China; and whether the
rise of Chinese power has inclined other East Asian states to "balance" against Beijing by alignment with the
United States or ramping up their military expenditures.

By drawing on alternative theoretic approaches—most especially "balance-of-threat" theory, political
economic theory, and theories of regime survival and economic interdependence, Steve Chan is able to
create an explanation of regional developments that differs widely from the traditional "strategic vision" of
national interest.

He concludes that China's primary aim is not to match U.S. military might or the foreign policy influence
that flows from that power, and that its neighbors are not balancing against its rising power because, in
today's guns-versus-butter fiscal reality, balancing policies would entail forfeiting possible gains that can
accrue from cooperation, economic growth, and the application of GDP to nonmilitary ends. Instead, most
East Asian countries have collectively pivoted to a strategy of elite legitimacy and regime survival based on
economic performance.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

The book Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in
Asian Security) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a very important thing like a book Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing
in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that
will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security)
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Strickland:

The feeling that you get from Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East
Asia (Studies in Asian Security) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Looking for
Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security) instantly.

Walter Reeves:

The actual book Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies
in Asian Security) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in
Asian Security) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Cheri Adamo:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Looking for Balance: China, the United
States, and Power Balancing in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you



information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Looking for Balance: China, the United States, and Power
Balancing in East Asia (Studies in Asian Security).
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