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When feminists argued for political rights in the context of liberal democracy they faced an impossible
choice. On the one hand, they insisted that the differences between men and women were irrelevant for
citizenship. On the other hand, by the fact that they acted on behalf of women, they introduced the very idea
of difference they sought to eliminate. This paradox--the need both to accept and to refuse sexual difference
in politics--was the constitutive condition of the long struggle by women to gain the right of citizenship. In
this new book, remarkable in both its findings and its methodology, award-winning historian Joan Wallach
Scott reads feminist history in terms of this paradox of sexual difference.

Focusing on four French feminist activists--Olympe de Gouges, who wrote the Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and Citizen during the French Revolution; Jeanne Deroin, a utopian socialist and candidate for
legislative office in 1848; Hubertine Auclert, the suffragist of the Third Republic; and Madeleine Pelletier, a
psychiatrist in the early twentieth century who argued that women must "virilize" themselves in order to gain
equality--Scott charts the repetitions and variations in feminist history. Again and again, feminists tried to
prove they were individuals, according to the standards of individuality of their day. Again and again, they
confronted the assumption that individuals were men. But when sexual difference was taken to be a
fundamental difference, when only men were regarded as individuals and thus as citizens, how could women
also be citizens? The imaginative and courageous answers feminists offered to these questions are the subject
of this engaging book.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

The book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like available and read a publication Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists
and the Rights of Man. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So
, how do you think about this reserve?

Gretchen Clark:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Only Paradoxes to Offer: French
Feminists and the Rights of Man book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Anita Sizemore:

Typically the book Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Cherly Plaster:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the
Rights of Man can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Only Paradoxes
to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man.
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