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Studies of religion have a tendency to conceptualise 'the Spirit' and 'the Letter' as mutually exclusive and
intrinsically antagonistic. However, the history of religions abounds in cases where charismatic leaders
deliberately refer to and make use of writings. This book challenges prevailing scholarly notions of the
relationship between 'charisma' and 'institution' by analysing reading and writing practices in contemporary
Christianity. Taking up the continuing anthropological interest in Pentecostal-charismatic Christianity, and
representing the first book-length treatment of literacy practices among African Christians, this volume
explores how church leaders in Zambia refer to the Bible and other religious literature, and how they
organise a church bureaucracy in the Pentecostal-charismatic mode. Thus, by examining social processes and
conflicts that revolve around the conjunction of Pentecostal-charismatic and literacy practices in Africa,
Spirits and Letters reconsiders influential conceptual dichotomies in the social sciences and the humanities
and is therefore of interest not only to anthropologists but also to scholars working in the fields of African
studies, religious studies, and the sociology of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Spirits and
Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African Christianity? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Catherine Acevedo:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Spirits and Letters: Reading,
Writing and Charisma in African Christianity, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Pandora Rice:

This Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African Christianity is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African Christianity in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Ernestine Biggs:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and
Charisma in African Christianity is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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