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In the iconography of the Peninsular War of 1808–14, women are well represented—both as heroines, such
as Agustina Zaragosa Domenech, and as victims, whether of starvation or of French brutality. In history,
however, with its focus on high politics and military operations, they are invisible—a situation that Charles J.
Esdaile seeks to address.

In Women in the Peninsular War, Esdaile looks beyond the iconography. While a handful of Spanish and
Portuguese women became Agustina-like heroines, a multitude became victims, and here both of these
groups receive their due. But Esdaile reveals a much more complicated picture in which women are
discovered to have experienced, responded to, and participated in the conflict in various ways. While some
women fought or otherwise became involved in the struggle against the invaders, others turned collaborator,
used the war as a means of effecting dramatic changes in their situation, or simply concentrated on staying
alive. Along with Agustina Zaragoza Domenech, then, we meet French sympathizers, campfollowers,
pamphleteers, cross-dressers, prostitutes, amorous party girls, and even a few protofeminists.

Esdaile examines many social spheres, ranging from the pampered daughters of the nobility, through the
cloistered members of Spain’s many convents, to the tough and defiant denizens of the Madrid slums. And
we meet not just the women to whom the war came but also the women who came to the war—the many
thousands who accompanied the British and French armies to the Iberian peninsula. Thanks to his use of
copious original source material, Esdaile rescues one and all from, as E. P. Thompson put it, “the enormous
condescension of posterity.” And yet all these women remain firmly in their historical and cultural context, a
context that Esdaile shows to have emerged from the Peninsular War hardly changed. Hence the subsequent
loss of these women’s story, and the obscurity from which this book has at long last rescued them.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

The knowledge that you get from Women in the Peninsular War may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but Women in the Peninsular War giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this specific Women in the Peninsular War instantly.

Kina Chatman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Women in the Peninsular War e-book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Women in the Peninsular War as good book not merely
by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Harold Baughman:

This Women in the Peninsular War is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Women in the Peninsular War
can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Clarence Duncan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Women in the Peninsular War or others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to
put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Women in the
Peninsular War to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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