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Recent decades have seen sub-Saharan Africa decline in both economic and human terms. The rich North
has responded with a barrage of well-publicized initiatives, from pop concerts to international commitments
on debt relief, aid, trade and good governance. Among the complex of factors necessary to sustain economic
and human development, education receives little media coverage, although it is crucial. However, education
must be effective.

 This book argues that in 'Anglophone' Africa, education is not effective because of the use of English, rather
than children's first languages, both as the medium of instruction, and also as the language in which children
are first taught to read. Research is presented from Malawi and Zambia, countries with contrasting language
policies, using evidence from tests in English and African languages, small-group discussions and classroom
observation. The findings show that English-medium policies in Africa do not give students any advantage in
English over first-language policies, while the use of English discriminates against girls and rural children.

 The book concludes that much education in Africa is a barrier rather than a bridge to learning because of the
prevailing language ideology, which has resulted in massive over-estimation of the value of English. While
appropriate language policies alone will not solve education and development difficulties in Africa, they do
have a positive contribution to make. The evidence presented here suggests they are failing to make that
contribution.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

Typically the book Bridges and Barriers: Language in African Education and Development (Encounters) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Bridges and Barriers:
Language in African Education and Development (Encounters) is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jerry Goble:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Bridges and Barriers: Language
in African Education and Development (Encounters) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Terrence Kimball:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Bridges and Barriers: Language in African
Education and Development (Encounters) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Bridges and Barriers: Language in African Education and Development (Encounters).

Sam Hasse:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Bridges and Barriers: Language in
African Education and Development (Encounters) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Bridges and Barriers: Language in African Education and
Development (Encounters) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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