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In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the economic progressives whose ideas and reform
agenda underwrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the creation of the regulatory welfare
state, which, they believed, would humanize and rationalize industrial capitalism. But not for all.

Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R. Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with
their reform allies in social work, charity, journalism, and law, played a pivotal role in establishing
minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, workmen’s compensation, progressive income taxes, antitrust
regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. But even as they offered uplift to some,
economic progressives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in the name of progress.

Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Darwinism, racial science, and eugenics on scholars and
activists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing a reform community deeply
ambivalent about America’s poor. Economic progressives championed labor legislation because it would lift
up the deserving poor while excluding immigrants, African Americans, women, and "mental defectives,"
whom they vilified as low-wage threats to the American workingman and to Anglo-Saxon race integrity.

Economic progressives rejected property and contract rights as illegitimate barriers to needed reforms. But
their disregard for civil liberties extended much further. Illiberal Reformers shows that the intellectual
champions of the regulatory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they portrayed as hereditary
inferiors, but to exclude them.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

The book Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a
good thing like a book Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive
Era? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Illiberal Reformers:
Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Louis Hartford:

Here thing why this particular Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the
Progressive Era are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Illiberal Reformers: Race,
Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Illiberal Reformers: Race,
Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics,
and American Economics in the Progressive Era in e-book can be your substitute.

Rocky Melvin:

Often the book Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Illiberal Reformers:
Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the Progressive Era is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Betty Jordan:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics, and American Economics in the
Progressive Era was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how



big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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