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When Sheila Jordan dropped a nickel in the juke box of a Detroit diner in the 1940s and heard “Now’s The
Time” by Charlie Parker, she was instantly hooked—and so began a seventy-year jazz journey. In 1962, she
emerged as the first jazz singer to record on the prestigious Blue Note label with her debut album Portrait of
Sheila. Exploding on the jazz scene, this classic work set the bar for her career as an iconic jazz vocalist and
mentor to other promising female vocalists. As The New York Times then announced, “Her ballad
performances are simply beyond the emotional and expressive capabilities of most other vocalists.”

Jazz Child: A Portrait of Sheila Jordan, as the first complete biography about this remarkable singer’s life,
reveals the challenges she confronted, from her growing up poor in a Pennsylvania coal mining town to her
rise as a bebop singer in Detroit and New York City during the 1950s to her work as a recording artist and
performer under the influence of and in performance with such jazz luminaries as Charlie Parker, George
Russell, Lennie Tristano, Charles Mingus, Sonny Rollins, and Thelonious Monk. Jordan’s views as a woman
living the jazz life in an era of racial and gender discrimination while surrounded by those often struggling
with the twin evils of alcohol and drug abuse are skillfully woven into the tapestry of the tale she tells.

With Jordan’s full cooperation, author Ellen Johnson documents the fascinating career of this jazz great, who
stands today as one of the most deeply respected jazz singers and educators. For jazz fans, Johnson’s
biography is a testament to a vanishing generation of musicians and her indomitable spirit is an inspiration to
all walks of life.
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From reader reviews:

Mitchell Boone:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Jazz Child: A Portrait of
Sheila Jordan (Studies in Jazz) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jack Harbin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Jazz Child: A Portrait
of Sheila Jordan (Studies in Jazz) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Jazz Child: A Portrait of Sheila Jordan (Studies in Jazz)is the main one of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

David Clark:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Jazz Child: A Portrait of Sheila Jordan (Studies
in Jazz) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Neil Espinoza:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Jazz Child: A Portrait of Sheila Jordan (Studies in Jazz) was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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