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As cities have gentrified, educated urbanites have come to prize what they regard as "authentic" urban life:
aging buildings, art galleries, small boutiques, upscale food markets, neighborhood old-timers, funky ethnic
restaurants, and old, family-owned shops. These signify a place's authenticity, in contrast to the bland
standardization of the suburbs and exurbs.

But as Sharon Zukin shows in Naked City, the rapid and pervasive demand for authenticity--evident in
escalating real estate prices, expensive stores, and closely monitored urban streetscapes--has helped drive out
the very people who first lent a neighborhood its authentic aura: immigrants, the working class, and artists.
Zukin traces this economic and social evolution in six archetypal New York areas--Williamsburg, Harlem,
the East Village, Union Square, Red Hook, and the city's community gardens--and travels to both the city's
first IKEA store and the World Trade Center site. She shows that for followers of Jane Jacobs, this
transformation is a perversion of what was supposed to happen. Indeed, Naked City is a sobering update of
Jacobs' legendary 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Like Jacobs, Zukin looks at
what gives neighborhoods a sense of place, but argues that over time, the emphasis on neighborhood
distinctiveness has become a tool of economic elites to drive up real estate values and effectively force out
the neighborhood "characters" that Jacobs so evocatively idealized.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Smith:

This Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places can bring whenever you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places having fine arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Frances Sitz:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list will be Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Andrew Jefferson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

James Rohrbach:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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