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Beginning with America’s first newspaper, investigative reporting has provided journalism with its most
significant achievements and challenging controversies. Yet it was an ill-defined practice until the 1960s
when it emerged as a potent voice in newspapers and on television news programs. In The Evolution of
American Investigative Journalism, James L. Aucoin provides readers with the first comprehensive history
of investigative journalism, including a thorough account of the founding and achievements of Investigative
Reporters and Editors (IRE).

Aucoin begins by discussing in detail the tradition of investigative journalism from the colonial era through
the golden age of muckraking in the 1900s, and into the 1960s. Subsequent chapters examine the genre’s
critical period from 1960 to 1975 and the founding of IRE by a group of journalists in the 1970s to promote
investigative journalism and training methods. Through the organization’s efforts, investigative journalism
has evolved into a distinct practice, with defined standards and values.

Aucoin applies the social-moral development theory of Alasdair MacIntyre—who has explored the function,
development, and value of social practices—to explain how IRE contributed to the evolution of American
investigative journalism. Also included is a thorough account of IRE’s role in the controversial Arizona
Project. After Arizona Republic reporter Don Bolles (a founding member of IRE) was murdered while
investigating land fraud, scores of reporters from around the country descended on the area to continue his
work. The Arizona Project brought national attention and stature to the fledgling IRE and was integral to its
continuing survival.

Emerging investigative reporters and editors, as well as students and scholars of journalism history, will
benefit from the detailed presentation and insightful discussion provided in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Michael Floyd:

The reason why? Because this The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Carlos White:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Heather Delph:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism
was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Evolution of American
Investigative Journalism has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that.
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