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France, 1940. The once glittering boulevards of Paris teem with spies, collaborators, and the Gestapo now
that France has fallen to Hitler's Wermacht. For André Breton, Max Ernst, Victor Serge, Marc Chagall,
Consuelo de Saint-Exupéry, Remedios Varo, Benjamin Péret, and scores of other cultural elite denounced as
enemies of the Third Reich, fear and uncertainty define daily life. One wrong glance, one misplaced
confidence, could mean arrest, deportation, and death. Their only salvation is the Villa Air-Bel, a château
outside Marseille where a group of young people will go to extraordinary lengths to keep them alive.

Financed by the Emergency Rescue Committee, a private American relief organization, unlikely
heroes—feisty graduate student Miriam Davenport, Harvard-educated classical scholar Varian Fry, beautiful
and compelling heiress Mary Jayne Gold, and brilliant young Socialist and survivor of the Battle of
Dunkerque Danny Bénédite and his British wife, Theo—cajole, outwit, and use every means possible to
stave off the Nazis and newly installed Vichy government officials circling closer with each passing day. The
château was a vibrant artistic salon, home to lively debates and clandestine affairs, to Sunday art auctions
and subversive surrealist games. Relationships within the house were tense and arguments were common,
but the will to survive kept the covert operation under wraps. Beyond the château's luscious façade war
raged, yet hope reverberated within its halls. With the aid of their young rescuers, this diverse
intelligentsia—intense, brilliant, and utterly terrified—was able to survive one of the darkest chapters of the
twentieth century.

Villa Air-Bel is a powerfully told, meticulously researched true story. Rosemary Sullivan explores the
diaries, memoirs, and letters of the individuals involved while uncovering their private worlds and the web of
relationships they developed. Filled with suspense, drama, and intrigue, Villa Air-Bel is an excellent work of
narrative nonfiction that delves into a fascinating albeit hidden saga in our recent history.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Scott:

The feeling that you get from Villa Air-Bel is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Villa Air-Bel giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Villa Air-Bel
instantly.

Joshua Smith:

The e-book untitled Villa Air-Bel is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Villa Air-Bel from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Hilton Rogers:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Villa Air-Bel can be the reply, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Tammy Booker:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Villa Air-Bel. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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