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This book is about the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, more commonly known as the
D.S.M. The D.S.M. is published by the American Psychiatric Association and aims to list and describe all
mental disorders. The D.S.M. is embedded in mental health care at every turn. In the U.S., hospital records
note a D.S.M. diagnosis and medical insurance companies demand D.S.M. codes before they will consider
reimbursing for the cost of care. Worldwide, research papers are couched in D.S.M. terminology and
pharmaceutical companies list the D.S.M. diagnoses that their drugs treat. Mental health professionals, and
their patients, can not avoid being affected by the D.S.M.

The D.S.M. is important, but it is also controversial. While its publishers claim that the D.S.M. is a scientific
classification system based on sound data, many have doubts. Big business has interests in the D.S.M.
Perhaps the D.S.M. has been distorted by pressures stemming from insurance companies, or from
pharmaceutical companies? Others are concerned that whether a condition is classified as a mental disorder
depends too greatly on social and political factors. More conceptual worries are also frequent. If
classification requires a theory, and if mental disorders are poorly understood, then a sound classification
system may be presently unobtainable. Possibly even attempting to construct a classification system that
'cuts nature at the joints' is conceptually naïve. Maybe types of mental disorder are radically unlike, say,
chemical elements, and simply fail to have a natural structure.

Classifying Madness offers a sustained philosophical critique of the D.S.M. that addresses these concerns.
The first half of the book asks whether the project of constructing a classification of mental disorders that
reflects natural distinctions makes sense. I conclude that it does. The second half of the book addresses
epistemic worries. Even supposing a natural classification system to be possible in principle, there may be
reasons to be suspicious of the categories included in the D.S.M. I examine the extent to which the D.S.M.
depends on psychiatric theory, and look at how it has been shaped by social and financial factors. I aim to be
critical of the D.S.M. without being antagonistic towards it. Ultimately, however, I am forced to conclude
that although the D.S.M. is of immense practical importance, it is not on track to become the best possible
classification of mental disorders.

Classifying Madness will be of interest to both mental health professionals and to philosophers interested in
classification in science. The possibility that there may be philosophical difficulties with the D.S.M. has
become a commonplace in the mental health literature, and Classifying Madness offers mental health
professionals an opportunity to explore suspicions that there might be conceptual problems with the D.S.M.
For philosophers, this book aims to contribute to debates in the philosophy of science concerning natural
kinds, the theory-ladenness of classification, and the effect of sociological factors in science. These issues
are normally approached via a consideration of the natural sciences and, as will be seen, approaching them
via a consideration of psychiatry helps shed new light on old problems.

 Download Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) ...pdf

 Read Online Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B000QXD828




Download and Read Free Online Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) Rachel Cooper

From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

The experience that you get from Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) may be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Classifying Madness: 86
(Philosophy and Medicine) instantly.

Leola Grant:

This Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) is great reserve for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny
right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt this?

Antoinette Lefebre:

The book untitled Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and Medicine) contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Gerard Armstrong:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Classifying Madness: 86 (Philosophy and
Medicine) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Classifying Madness: 86
(Philosophy and Medicine).
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