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Over the past twenty years, paleontologists have made tremendous fossil discoveries, including fossils that
mark the growth of whales, manatees, and seals from land mammals and the origins of elephants, horses, and
rhinos. Today there exists an amazing diversity of fossil humans, suggesting we walked upright long before
we acquired large brains, and new evidence from molecules that enable scientists to decipher the tree of life
as never before.

The fossil record is now one of the strongest lines of evidence for evolution. In this engaging and richly
illustrated book, Donald R. Prothero weaves an entertaining though intellectually rigorous history out of the
transitional forms and series that dot the fossil record. Beginning with a brief discussion of the nature of
science and the "monkey business of creationism," Prothero tackles subjects ranging from flood geology and
rock dating to neo-Darwinism and macroevolution. He covers the ingredients of the primordial soup, the
effects of communal living, invertebrate transitions, the development of the backbone, the reign of the
dinosaurs, the mammalian explosion, and the leap from chimpanzee to human. Prothero pays particular
attention to the recent discovery of "missing links" that complete the fossil timeline and details the debate
between biologists over the mechanisms driving the evolutionary process.

Evolution is an absorbing combination of firsthand observation, scientific discovery, and trenchant analysis.
With the teaching of evolution still an issue, there couldn't be a better moment for a book clarifying the
nature and value of fossil evidence. Widely recognized as a leading expert in his field, Prothero demonstrates
that the transformation of life on this planet is far more awe inspiring than the narrow view of extremists.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

This Evolution: What the Fossils Say and Why It Matters usually are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Evolution: What the Fossils Say and Why It Matters
can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Evolution:
What the Fossils Say and Why It Matters giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Christopher Kennedy:

Typically the book Evolution: What the Fossils Say and Why It Matters has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after looking over this book.

Anna Bailey:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Evolution: What the Fossils
Say and Why It Matters can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Lisa Thomason:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Evolution: What the Fossils Say and Why It Matters can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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