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In Jalos, USA, Alfredo Mirandé explores migration between the Mexican town of Jalostotitlán, Jalisco, and
Turlock, California, and shows how migrants retain a primal identity with their community of origin. The
study examines how family, gender, courtship, religion, and culture promote a Mexicanized version of the
“American Dream” for la gente de Jalos.

After introducing traditional theories of migration and describing a distinctly circular migration pattern
between Jalos and Turlock, Mirandé introduces a model of transnationalism. Residents move freely back and
forth across the border, often at great risk, adopting a transnational village identity that transcends both the
border and conventional national or state identities. Mirandé’s findings are based on participant observation,
ethnographic field research, and captivating in-depth personal interviews conducted on both sides of the
border with a wide range of respondents. To include multiple perspectives, Mirandé conducts focus group
interviews with youth in Jalos and Turlock, as well as interviews with priests and social service providers.
Together, these data provide both a rich account of experiences as well as assessments of courtship practices
and problems faced by contemporary migrants. Jalos, USA is written in an accessible style that will appeal to
students and scholars of Latino and migration studies, policy makers, and laypersons interested in
immigration, the border, and transnational migration.

"Weaving together historical material and ethnographic family accounts, Alfredo Mirandé's Jalos, USA
examines the culture and identity of families in Turlock, California, with roots in Jalos, Mexico, and with
family members who remain in or return to Mexico. These family stories capture the complexities of
transnational lives on both sides of the border and highlight contested gender, class, and generational issues.
Whether the family members live in Mexico or the USA, they claim a strong Jalos identity." —Mary
Romero, author of The Maid's Daughter: Living Inside and Outside the American Dream

"Alfredo Mirandé is an established scholar. The strength of this book lies in its rich, fascinating interviews of
individuals on both sides of the border. The reader comes away with a strong sense that Mirandé really got to
know the persons interviewed because of the incredible detail and honesty recorded in their stories." —Bill
Ong Hing, University of San Francisco School of Law

"Community studies have a long history in modern Mexican research. This book by Alfredo Mirandé adds a
new dimension to that tradition. The study of international migration today requires that we look at the
binational, bilingual, and bicultural nature of the movement of large bodies of people. Mirandé adds a new
theoretical perspective when he also examines the bi-community effects of living and raising families in two
countries.” —Diego Vigil, University of California, Irvine
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

Here thing why this Jalos, USA: Transnational Community and Identity are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Jalos, USA: Transnational Community and Identity giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Jalos, USA:
Transnational Community and Identity. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Jalos, USA: Transnational Community
and Identity in e-book can be your choice.

Jose Laney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Jalos, USA: Transnational
Community and Identity which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Eugene Ruano:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Jalos, USA: Transnational
Community and Identity or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Jalos, USA: Transnational Community and Identity to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Bryant Davidson:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Jalos, USA: Transnational Community and Identity we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Jalos, USA:
Transnational Community and Identity. You can more desirable than now.
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