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In 1989, Francis Fukuyama famously announced the "end of history." The Berlin Wall had fallen; liberal
democracy had won out. But what of illiberal democracy--the idea that popular majorities, working through
the democratic process, might reject gender equality, religious freedoms, and other norms that Western
democracies take for granted? Nowhere have such considerations become more relevant than in the Middle
East, where the uprisings of 2011 swept the Muslim Brotherhood and other Islamist groups to power.

In Temptations of Power, Shadi Hamid draws on hundreds of interviews with leaders and activists from
across the region to advance a new understanding of how Islamist movements change over time. He puts
forward the bold thesis that repression "forced" Islamists to moderate their politics, work in coalitions, de-
emphasize Islamic law, and set aside the dream of an Islamic state. Meanwhile, democratic openings in the
1980s--and again during the Arab Spring--pushed Islamists back toward their original conservatism. With
the uprisings of 2011, Islamists found themselves in an enviable position, but one for which they were
unprepared. Groups like the Brotherhood combine the features of both political parties and religious
movements, leading to an inherent tension they have struggled to resolve. However pragmatic they may be,
their ultimate goal remains the Islamization of society. When the electorate they represent is conservative as
well, they can push their own form of illiberal democracy while insisting they are carrying out the popular
will. This can lead to overreach and significant backlash. Yet, while the Egyptian coup and the subsequent
crackdown were a devastating blow for the Islamist "project," obituaries of political Islam are premature.

As long as the battle over the role of religion in public life continues, Islamist parties in countries as diverse
as Egypt, Tunisia, and Jordan will remain an important force whether in the ranks of opposition or the halls
of power. But what are the key factors driving their evolution? A timely and provocative reassessment,
Hamid's account serves as an essential compass for those trying to understand where the region's varied
Islamist groups have come from and where they might be headed.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Temptations of Power: Islamists
and Illiberal Democracy in a New Middle East is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brian Price:

Precisely why? Because this Temptations of Power: Islamists and Illiberal Democracy in a New Middle East
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Della Francis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Temptations of Power: Islamists and Illiberal Democracy in a New Middle East this
e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Temptations of Power: Islamists and Illiberal Democracy in a New
Middle East. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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