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Sailing around the Florida Keys in 1844, forty-five-year-old Jonathan Walker had a price on his head. On
board the small boat he had built that winter in Alabama were seven fugitives from slavery. The Cape Cod
sailor and abolitionist was wanted in Pensacola, Florida, for his crime: stealing slaves. The slaves’ owners
had posted $100 each as reward money for their property and $1,000 for Walker’s apprehension. Only a
day’s sail from their goal of freedom in British-controlled Bahamas, Walker and the slaves were stopped and
seized by bounty hunters and taken to a Key West court. Ordered back to Pensacola for trial, Walker ended
up spending a year in jail. He was fined and sentenced to stand in the pillory; in addition, he was to suffer a
unique punishment in American history: while a packed courtroom watched, a United States marshal was
ordered to use a hot branding iron to burn the letters SS, for “slave stealer,” into Walker’s right hand.

Walker survived his ordeal, spending much of his incarceration in isolation. Once released, he remained
active in the antislavery movement even while he and his devoted wife Jane raised their nine children. His
attempt to help form a new colony in Mexico for runaway American slaves also led to punishing experiences
for Walker and one of his sons. Living later with his family in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the years before
the Civil War, Walker made room in his crowded house to shelter runaway slaves along the Underground
Railroad. He participated in abolitionist lecture tours across the North where he would be urged to reveal his
branded hand—made famous by John Greenleaf Whittier’s poem “The Branded Hand”—to astonished
audiences. Too old to enlist in the Civil War, Walker instead headed to Virginia in the war’s final year to
help educate African Americans fleeing Confederate forces. In The Man With the Branded Hand: The Life of
Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist, distinguished journalist Alvin F. Oickle relates this entire remarkable story of
a life devoted to the supposition that “all men are created equal.”
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

The book The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist for being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication The Man
with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Susan Williams:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan
Walker, Abolitionist can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Spencer Fuentes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker, Abolitionist this publication consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Victor:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Man with the Branded Hand: The Life of Jonathan Walker,
Abolitionist was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get



book that you wanted.
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