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In the raucous decade following World War I, newly blurred boundaries between male and female created
fears among the French that theirs was becoming a civilization without sexes. This new gender confusion
became a central metaphor for the War's impact on French culture and led to a marked increase in public
debate concerning female identity and woman's proper role. Mary Louise Roberts examines how in these
debates French society came to grips with the catastrophic horrors of the Great War.

In sources as diverse as parliamentary records, newspaper articles, novels, medical texts, writings on
sexology, and vocational literature, Roberts discovers a central question: how to come to terms with rapid
economic, social, and cultural change and articulate a new order of social relationships. She examines the
role of French trauma concerning the War in legislative efforts to ban propaganda for abortion and
contraception, and explains anxieties about the decline of maternity by a crisis in gender relations that linked
soldiery, virility, and paternity.

Through these debates, Roberts locates the seeds of actual change. She shows how the willingness to
entertain, or simply the need to condemn, nontraditional gender roles created an indecisiveness over female
identity that ultimately subverted even the most conservative efforts to return to traditional gender roles and
irrevocably altered the social organization of gender in postwar France.
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From reader reviews:

Misty Barrientos:

The book Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in
Culture and Society) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing
Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Civilization
without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Albert Chesson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in
Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Howard Foster:

This book untitled Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927
(Women in Culture and Society) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Major Talley:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing
Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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