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A new emphasis on diversity and difference is displacing older myths of nation or community. A new
attention to gender, race, language or religion is disrupting earlier preoccupations with class. But the
welcome extended to heterogeneity can bring with it a disturbing fragmentation and closure. Can we develop
a vision of democracy through difference: a politics that neither denies group identities nor capitulates to
them?

In this volume, Anne Phillips develops the feminist challenge to exclusionary versions of democracy,
citizenship and equality. Relating this to the crisis in socialist theory, the growing unease with the
pretensions of Enlightenment rationality, and the recent recuperation of liberal democracy as the only viable
politics, she builds on debates within feminism to address general questions of difference. When
democracies try to wish away group difference and inequality, they fail to meet their egalitarian promise.
When yearnings towards an undifferentiated unity become the basis for radical politics and change, too many
groups drop out of the picture.

Through her critical discussions of recent feminist and socialist theory Anne Phillips rejects this democracy
of denial. She also warns, however, of the dangers on the other side. The simpler celebrations of diversity
risk freezing group differences as they are, encouraging a patchwork of local identities from which people
can speak only to themselves. Her arguments then combine in a powerful restatement of the case for a more
active and participatory democracy. It is only through enhanced communication and discussion that people
can respect and learn from their differences.
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From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want have
more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Democracy and Difference is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Helen Henson:

The book with title Democracy and Difference includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Harold Houston:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Democracy and Difference your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Democracy and Difference giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jason Savage:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Democracy and Difference to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication
Democracy and Difference can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of this time.
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