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What do biologists want? If, unlike their counterparts in physics, biologists are generally wary of a grand,
overarching theory, at what kinds of explanation do biologists aim? How will we know when we have "made
sense" of life? Such questions, Evelyn Fox Keller suggests, offer no simple answers. Explanations in the
biological sciences are typically provisional and partial, judged by criteria as heterogeneous as their subject
matter. It is Keller's aim in this bold and challenging book to account for this epistemological diversity--
particularly in the discipline of developmental biology.

In particular, Keller asks, what counts as an "explanation" of biological development in individual
organisms? Her inquiry ranges from physical and mathematical models to more familiar explanatory
metaphors to the dramatic contributions of recent technological developments, especially in imaging,
recombinant DNA, and computer modeling and simulations.

A history of the diverse and changing nature of biological explanation in a particularly charged field, Making
Sense of Life draws our attention to the temporal, disciplinary, and cultural components of what biologists
mean, and what they understand, when they propose to explain life.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Bell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Making Sense of Life: Explaining Biological Development with
Models, Metaphors, and Machines why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Blake Westerman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Making Sense of Life: Explaining
Biological Development with Models, Metaphors, and Machines can give you a lot of pals because by you
taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons.
So , why hesitate? Let us have Making Sense of Life: Explaining Biological Development with Models,
Metaphors, and Machines.

Randall Wilmes:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Making Sense of Life: Explaining Biological
Development with Models, Metaphors, and Machines as well as others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Making Sense of Life: Explaining
Biological Development with Models, Metaphors, and Machines to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

James Wood:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that



on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Making Sense of Life: Explaining Biological Development with Models, Metaphors, and
Machines can make you experience more interested to read.
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