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Composer, cultural diplomat, and man about town, Nicolas Nabokov (1903-78) counted among his intimate
friends everyone from Igor Stravinsky to George Kennan. While today he is overshadowed by his more
famous cousin Vladimir, Nicolas Nabokov was during his lifetime an outstanding and far-sighted player in
international cultural exchanges during the Cold War and admired by some of the most distinguished minds
of his century for his political acumen and his talents as a composer.

This first-ever biography of Nabokov follows the fascinating stages of his life: a privileged childhood before
the Revolution; the beginnings of a promising musical career launched under the aegis of Diaghilev; his
involvement in anti-Stalinist causes in the first years of the Cold War; his participation in the Congress for
Cultural Freedom; his role as cultural advisor to the Mayor of Berlin and director of the Berlin Festival in the
early 1960s; his American academic and musical career in the late 1960s and 1970s. Nabokov is unique not
only in that he was involved on a high level in international cultural politics, but also in that his life
intersected at all times with a vast array of people within - and also well beyond - the confines of classical
music.

Drawing on a vast array of primary sources, Vincent Giroud's biography opens a window into history for
readers interested in twentieth-century music, Russian emigration, and the Cold War, particularly in its
cultural aspects. Musicians and musicologists interested in Nabokov as a composer, or in twentieth century
Russian composers in general, will find in this book information not available anywhere else.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Nicolas Nabokov: A Life in
Freedom and Music to read.

Joseph Lunsford:

Nicolas Nabokov: A Life in Freedom and Music can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Nicolas
Nabokov: A Life in Freedom and Music yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Margaret Walker:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Nicolas Nabokov: A Life in Freedom and
Music why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ethel Springer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Nicolas Nabokov: A Life in Freedom and Music this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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