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In the ancient Near East, the art of influencing the natural course of events by means of spells and other ritual
forms was universal. The social and political role of magic is apparent, too, in the competition to achieve
precedence over rival systems of ritual practice and belief. Within a region filled with petty kingdoms
competing for power, the Jews of ancient Palestine maintained control over adherents by developing distinct
ritual practices and condemning as heretical those of nearby cults. Texts from Mesopotamia reveal a striking
number of incantations, rituals, and medical recipes against witchcraft, attesting to a profound fear of being
bewitched. Magical rituals were also used to maintain harmony between the human and divine realms.

The roots of European witchcraft and magic lie in Hebrew and other ancient Near Eastern cultures and in the
Celtic, Nordic, and Germanic traditions of the continent. For two millennia, European folklore and ritual
have been imbued with the belief in the supernatural, yielding a rich trove of histories and images.

Witchcraft and Magic in Europe combines the traditional approaches of political, legal, and social historians
with a critical synthesis of cultural anthropology, historical psychology, and gender studies. The series,
complete in six volumes, provides a modern, scholarly survey of the supernatural beliefs of Europeans from
ancient times to the present day. Each volume of this ambitious six-volume series contains the work of
distinguished scholars chosen for their expertise in a particular era or region.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

The ability that you get from Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1: Biblical and Pagan Societies
(Witchcraft and Magic in Europe (Paperback)) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1: Biblical and Pagan Societies (Witchcraft and Magic in
Europe (Paperback)) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1: Biblical and Pagan Societies (Witchcraft and Magic in
Europe (Paperback)) instantly.

Brian Paige:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1:
Biblical and Pagan Societies (Witchcraft and Magic in Europe (Paperback)) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Kim Romero:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in
your reading list will be Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1: Biblical and Pagan Societies
(Witchcraft and Magic in Europe (Paperback)). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.

Bryan Foxworth:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 1: Biblical and Pagan Societies
(Witchcraft and Magic in Europe (Paperback)) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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