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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

In this magisterial book, a monument of history and biography that was awarded the National Book Award
and the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction, renowned journalist Neil Sheehan tells the story of Lieutenant Colonel
John Paul Vann–"the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam"–and of the tragedy that destroyed that country
and the lives of so many Americans.

Outspoken and fearless, John Paul Vann arrived in Vietnam in 1962, full of confidence in America's might
and right to prevail. A Bright Shining Lie reveals the truth about the war in Vietnam as it unfolded before
Vann's eyes: the arrogance and professional corruption of the U.S. military system of the 1960s, the
incompetence and venality of the South Vietnamese army, the nightmare of death and destruction that began
with the arrival of the American forces. Witnessing the arrogance and self-deception firsthand, Vann put his
life and career on the line in an attempt to convince his superiors that the war should be fought another way.
But by the time he died in 1972, Vann had embraced the follies he once decried. He went to his grave
believing that the war had been won.

A haunting and critically acclaimed masterpiece, A Bright Shining Lie is a timeless account of the American
experience in Vietnam–a work that is epic in scope, piercing in detail, and told with the keen understanding
of a journalist who was actually there. Neil Sheehan' s classic serves as a stunning revelation for all who
thought they understood the war.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Houseman:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul
Vann and America in Vietnam will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Mary Young:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul
Vann and America in Vietnam is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Cummings:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Gary Muldowney:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and
America in Vietnam can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul
Vann and America in Vietnam.
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