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"The book is without peer in its field." — American Scientist
In this completely revised and enlarged edition of a classic work in the history of technology, a noted scholar
explores the importance of technological innovation in the cultural and economic history of the West.
Following an introductory discussion of the place of technology in economic history, the author offers a
penetrating historical analysis of social change. Within this context he develops a theory of invention based
on Gestalt psychology and a concept of social evolution as continuous development from antiquity to the
present. Emphasis is placed on the role of economic forces in the development of technology, with scientific
concepts also playing an important role in bringing about change.
The latter part of the book focuses on the production and control of power in general, and in particular on a
number of important operative mechanisms. Thus we read thought-provoking accounts of the technology of
textile manufacture from primitive times, of water wheels and windmills, water clocks, and mechanical
clocks, and the work of Leonardo da Vinci. The development of printing is carefully studied, not only for its
intrinsic interest, but because of its importance for the history of science. Other topics include the production
and application of power (1500–1830), machine tools and quantity production, the production and
distribution of power since 1832, and the role of Asia Minor as a source of techniques which dominated the
Middle Ages and the modern period as well.
Thoroughly researched and cogently reasoned, A History of Mechanical Inventions belongs in the library of
anyone interested in the history of science and invention, as well as the relationship of technology to
economic and social history.
"Throughout the book there is constant proof of the author's wide learning and varied intellectual interests."
— The New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Michael Walker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eligible A History of Mechanical Inventions: Revised Edition? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Sandra Lester:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of A History of Mechanical Inventions:
Revised Edition to read.

Dolores Young:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The A History of Mechanical Inventions: Revised Edition is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Murphy:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A
History of Mechanical Inventions: Revised Edition, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.
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