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Jerrilyn McGregory explores sacred music and spiritual activism in a little-known region of the South, the
Wiregrass Country of Georgia, Alabama, and North Florida. She examines African American sacred music
outside of Sunday church-related activities, showing that singing conventions and anniversary programs
fortify spiritual as well as social needs. In this region African Americans maintain a social world of their own
creation. Their cultural performances embrace some of the most pervasive forms of African American sacred
music?spirituals, common meter, Sacred Harp, shape-note, traditional, and contemporary gospel. Moreover,
the contexts in which they sing include present-day observations such as the Twentieth of May
(Emancipation Day), Burial League Turnouts, and Fifth Sunday.

Rather than tracing the evolution of African American sacred music, this ethnographic study focuses on
contemporary cultural performances, almost all by women, which embrace all forms. These women promote
a female-centered theology to ensure the survival of their communities and personal networks. They function
in leadership roles that withstand the test of time. Their spiritual activism presents itself as a way of life.

In Wiregrass Country, “You don’t have to sing like an angel” is a frequently expressed sentiment. To these
women, “good” music is God’s music regardless of the manner delivered. Therefore, Downhome Gospel
presents gospel music as being more than a transcendent sound. It is local spiritual activism that is writ large.
Gospel means joy, hope, expectation, and the good news that makes the soul glad.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in
Wiregrass Country. Try to the actual book Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in
Wiregrass Country as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Shane Ward:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Downhome Gospel: African
American Spiritual Activism in Wiregrass Country will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suited book with you?

Mary Crouch:

The event that you get from Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in Wiregrass Country
could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual
Activism in Wiregrass Country giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in Wiregrass Country instantly.

Vincent Johnson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in Wiregrass



Country as the daily resource information.
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