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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile—rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight—"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the
universe"—to the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental
history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Mining California: An Ecological History book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with Mining California: An Ecological History content conveys thinking easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Mining California: An Ecological History is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Louis Watson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Mining
California: An Ecological History suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this
era. The particular book untitled Mining California: An Ecological Historyis the main one of several books
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Catherine Benavidez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Mining California: An Ecological History was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Sylvester Perkins:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Mining California: An Ecological History can make you feel more interested to read.
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