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In 1850, America’s plantation economy reigned supreme. U.S. cotton dominated world markets, and
American rice, sugarcane, and tobacco grew throughout a vast farming empire that stretched from Maryland
to Texas. Four million enslaved African Americans toiled the fields, producing global commodities that
enriched the most powerful class of slaveholders the world had ever known. But fifty years later?after
emancipation demolished the plantation-labor system, Asian competition flooded world markets with cheap
raw materials, and free trade eliminated protected markets?America’s plantations lay in ruins.

Plantation Kingdom traces the rise and fall of America’s plantation economy. Written by four renowned
historians, the book demonstrates how an international capitalist system rose out of slave labor, indentured
servitude, and the mass production of agricultural commodities for world markets. Vast estates continued to
exist after emancipation, but tenancy and sharecropping replaced slavery’s work gangs across most of the
plantation world. Poverty and forced labor haunted the region well into the twentieth century.

The book explores the importance of slavery to the Old South, the astounding profitability of plantation
agriculture, and the legacy of emancipation. It also examines the place of American producers in world
markets and considers the impact of globalization and international competition 150 years ago. Written for
scholars and students alike, Plantation Kingdom is an accessible and fascinating study.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Here thing why that Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but
it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Plantation
Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe
Lecture Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Luke Palmieri:

Typically the book Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michelle Fulk:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Plantation Kingdom: The American South
and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) publication written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe
Lecture Series) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Jones:

This Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture
Series) is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core



information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Plantation Kingdom: The American South and Its
Global Commodities (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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