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“Taylor’s endeavor is not to explain the life by the novel or the novel by the life but to show how different
events, different emotional upheavals, fired Proust’s imagination and, albeit sometimes completely
transformed, appeared in his work. The result is a very subtle, thought-provoking book.”—Anka Muhlstein,
author of Balzac’s Omelette and Monsieur Proust’s Library
 
Marcel Proust came into his own as a novelist comparatively late in life, yet only Shakespeare, Balzac,
Dickens, Tolstoy, and Dostoyevsky were his equals when it came to creating characters as memorably
human. As biographer Benjamin Taylor suggests, Proust was a literary lightweight before writing his
multivolume masterwork In Search of Lost Time, but following a series of momentous historical and
personal events, he became—against all expectations—one of the greatest writers of his, and indeed any, era.
 
This insightful, beautifully written biography examines Proust’s artistic struggles—the “search” of the
subtitle—and stunning metamorphosis in the context of his times. Taylor provides an in-depth study of the
author’s life while exploring how Proust’s personal correspondence and published works were greatly
informed by his mother’s Judaism, his homosexuality, and such dramatic events as the Dreyfus Affair and,
above all, World War I. As Taylor writes in his prologue, “Proust’s Search is the most encyclopedic of
novels, encompassing the essentials of human nature. . . . His account, running from the early years of the
Third Republic to the aftermath of World War I, becomes the inclusive story of all lives, a colossal mimesis.
To read the entire Search is to find oneself transfigured and victorious at journey’s end, at home in time and
in eternity too.”
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From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives). Try to stumble through book Proust:
The Search (Jewish Lives) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mary Deemer:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives)
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeffrey Osburn:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Proust: The Search
(Jewish Lives) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Nicholas Riley:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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