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What did it mean to be a scientist before the profession itself existed? Jan Golinski finds an answer in the
remarkable career of Humphry Davy, the foremost chemist of his day and one of the most distinguished
British men of science of the nineteenth century. Originally a country boy from a modest background, Davy
was propelled by his scientific accomplishments to a knighthood and the presidency of the Royal Society. An
enigmatic figure to his contemporaries, Davy has continued to elude the efforts of biographers to classify
him: poet, friend to Coleridge and Wordsworth, author of travel narratives and a book on fishing, chemist
and inventor of the miners’ safety lamp. What are we to make of such a man?

           

In The Experimental Self, Golinski argues that Davy’s life is best understood as a prolonged process of self-
experimentation. He follows Davy from his youthful enthusiasm for physiological experiment through his
self-fashioning as a man of science in a period when the path to a scientific career was not as well-trodden as
it is today. What emerges is a portrait of Davy as a creative fashioner of his own identity through a lifelong
series of experiments in selfhood.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Jorge:

This book untitled The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
reserve from your list.

Phyllis Smith:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy
and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Linda Meier:

You will get this The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Lynn Groff:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science
(Synthesis). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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