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California during the gold rush was a place of disputed claims, shoot-outs, gambling halls, and prostitution; a
place populated by that rough and rebellious figure, the forty-niner; in short, a place that seems utterly
unconnected to middle-class culture. In American Alchemy, however, Brian Roberts offers a surprising
challenge to this assumption.

Roberts points to a long-neglected truth of the gold rush: many of the northeastern forty-niners who ventured
westward were in fact middle-class in origin, status, and values. Tracing the experiences and adventures both
of these men and of the "unseen" forty-niners--women who stayed back East while their husbands went out
West--he shows that, whatever else the gold seekers abandoned on the road to California, they did not simply
turn their backs on middle-class culture.

Ultimately, Roberts argues, the story told here reveals an overlooked chapter in the history of the formation
of the middle class. While the acquisition of respectability reflects one stage in this history, he says, the gold
rush constitutes a second stage--a rebellion against standards of respectability.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Jones:

Inside other case, little people like to read book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-
Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading
a book. Given that we know about how is important a book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush
and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Denise Rutledge:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class
Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) to read.

Bryce Adams:

The actual book American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies
of the United States) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book
American Alchemy: The California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

James Rutledge:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping American Alchemy: The California Gold
Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick American Alchemy: The
California Gold Rush and Middle-Class Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) become your



personal starter.
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