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To consider comedy in its many incarnations is to raise diverse but related questions: what, for instance, is
humour, and how may it be used (or abused)? When do we laugh, and why? What is it that writers and
speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke, indulge in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage irony?

This Very Short Introduction explores comedy both as a literary genre, and as a range of non-literary
phenomena, experiences and events. Matthew Bevis studies the classics of comic drama, prose fiction and
poetry, alongside forms of pantomime, comic opera, silent cinema, popular music, Broadway shows, music-
hall, stand-up and circus acts, rom-coms, sketch shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons.

Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to The Office, from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day, Bevis
also considers comic theory from Aristotle to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic achievements have
resisted as well as confirmed theory across the ages.

This book takes comedy seriously without taking it solemnly, and offers an engaging study of the comic
spirit which lies at the heart of our shared social and cultural life.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy McKinney:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Try to
make the book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as your friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Florence Taylor:

Often the book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Joel Wall:

The book untitled Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice read.

Lee Villegas:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Comedy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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