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Musical sound has been central to heteromasculinist productions of nation and homeland, whether Chicano,
Tejano, Texan, Mexican, or American. If this assertion holds true, as Deborah R. Vargas suggests, then what
are we to make of those singers and musicians whose representations of gender and sexuality are
irreconcilable with canonical Chicano/Tejano music or what Vargas refers to as “la onda”? These are the
“dissonant divas” Vargas discusses, performers who stimulate our listening for alternative borderlands
imaginaries that are inaudible within the limits of “la onda.”

Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music focuses on the Texan monument of the Alamo and its association with
Rosita Fernandez; Tejano corrido folklore and its musical antithesis in Chelo Silva; the female accordion-
playing bodies of Ventura Alonza and Eva Ybarra as incompatible with the instrumental labor of conjunto
music; geography as national border, explored through the multiple national music scales negotiated by Eva
Garza; and racialized gender, viewed through Selena’s integration of black diasporic musical sound. Vargas
offers a feminist analysis of these figures’ contributions by advancing a notion of musical dissonance—a
dissonance that recognizes the complexity of gender, sexuality, and power within Chicana/o culture.

Incorporating ethnographic fieldwork, oral history, and archival research, Vargas’s study demonstrates how
these singers work together to explode the limits of Texan, Chicano, Tejano, Mexican, and American
identities.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin French:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The
Limits of La Onda is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Sandra Bryson:

This Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The
Limits of La Onda can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jennifer Yost:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music:
The Limits of La Onda that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you can pick Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda become your
current starter.

Gregory Eubanks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music:
The Limits of La Onda guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Dissonant
Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you



have to listening to another sixth sense.
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