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From the author of the acclaimed novel A Pigeon and a Boy comes a charming tale of family ties, over-the-
top housekeeping, and the sport of storytelling in Nahalal, the village of Meir Shalev’s birth. Here we meet
Shalev’s amazing Grandma Tonia, who arrived in Palestine by boat from Russia in 1923 and lived in a
constant state of battle with what she viewed as the family’s biggest enemy in their new land: dirt.
 
Grandma Tonia was never seen without a cleaning rag over her shoulder. She received visitors outdoors. She
allowed only the most privileged guests to enter her spotless house. Hilarious and touching, Grandma Tonia
and her regulations come richly to life in a narrative that circles around the arrival into the family’s dusty
agricultural midst of the big, shiny American sweeper sent as a gift by Great-uncle Yeshayahu (he who had
shockingly emigrated to the sinful capitalist heaven of Los Angeles!). America, to little Meir and to his
forebears, was a land of hedonism and enchanting progress; of tempting luxuries, dangerous music, and
degenerate gum-chewing; and of women with painted fingernails. The sweeper, a stealth weapon from
Grandpa Aharon’s American brother meant to beguile the hardworking socialist household with a bit of
American ease, was symbolic of the conflicts and visions of the family in every respect.
 
The fate of Tonia’s “svieeperrr”—hidden away for decades in a spotless closed-off bathroom after its initial
use—is a family mystery that Shalev determines to solve. The result, in this cheerful translation by Evan
Fallenberg, is pure delight, as Shalev brings to life the obsessive but loving Tonia, the pioneers who gave his
childhood its spirit of wonder, and the grit and humor of people building ever-new lives.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mack:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book My Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum
Cleaner: A Family Memoir. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a book My Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum Cleaner: A
Family Memoir. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Teresa Laureano:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This My Russian Grandmother and Her
American Vacuum Cleaner: A Family Memoir is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Coleman Bailey:

The event that you get from My Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum Cleaner: A Family
Memoir may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but My Russian Grandmother
and Her American Vacuum Cleaner: A Family Memoir giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this My Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum Cleaner: A Family
Memoir instantly.

Jeffrey Blough:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book My Russian Grandmother and Her American Vacuum Cleaner: A Family Memoir we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
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