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The darters are a fascinating group of colorful and diminutive freshwater fish whose beauty rivals that of the
tropical reef fishes. Native only to North America, the darters occur widely, especially in the United States,
but are little known to the general public, largely because of their small size?few exceed six inches and some
measure a mere one inch at maturity.

This book is the first comprehensive guide to the darters, covering all named and several undescribed
forms?140 species in all. Each species account includes a synoptic description to aid in separation of similar
species and subspecies, a range map, and discussion of the species' distribution, natural heritage, abundance,
and scientific name. An illustrated key and glossary will further assist scientists, students, fishermen, and
aquarium specialists in identifying darter species.

Central to this volume is the series of 144 handsome color photographs illustrating nearly all known darter
species and several subspecies. Most of the specimens shown were caught by the authors at sites throughout
the United States, Canada, and Mexico, and photographed by them on site using a recently developed
technique that captures the full brilliance of the living fish.

Because of their importance as indicators of environmental quality, the darters are receiving increasing
attention today from scientists and naturalists. Public interest was focused recently on the plight of the snail
darter, but many other darter species are either threatened or endangered, and others face an uncertain future
as human activities continue to degrade our waterways. All those with an interest in preserving the natural
heritage of our rivers and streams will find this comprehensive guide to the darters an invaluable tool.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The American Darters book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The American
Darters content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The
American Darters is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mildred Ortiz:

The reserve untitled The American Darters is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of The American Darters from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be go through. The American Darters can be your answer as it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Aaron Thomsen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The American Darters can make you really feel more interested to read.
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