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From the days of the American Frontier, the term "open spaces" has evoked a vision of unspoiled landscapes
stretching endlessly toward the horizon, of nature operating on its own terms without significant human
interference. Ever since, government agencies, academia, and conservation organizations have promoted
policies that treat large, complex systems with a one-size-fits-all mentality that fails to account for equally
complex social dimensions of humans on the landscape. This is wrong, argues landscape ecologist and
researcher Charles Curtin. We need a science-based approach that tells us how to think about our large
landscapes and open spaces at temporally and spatially appropriate scales in a way that allows local
landowners and other stakeholders a say in their futures.

 

The Science of Open Spaces turns conventional conservation paradigms on their heads, proposing that in
thinking about complex natural systems, whether the arid spaces of the southwestern United States or open
seas shared by multiple nations, we must go back to "first principles"--those fundamental physical laws of
the universe--and build innovative conservation from the ground up based on theory and backed up by
practical experience. Curtin walks us through such foundational science concepts as thermodynamics,
ecology, sociology, and resilience theory, applying them to real-world examples from years he has spent
designing large-scale, place-based collaborative research programs in the United States and around the
world.

 

Compelling for not only theorists and students, but also practitioners, agency personnel, and lay readers, this
book offers a thoughtful and radical departure from business-as-usual management of Earth's dwindling
wide-open spaces.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Shell:

The book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the best thing like a book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large,
Complex Systems? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Science of
Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Suzanne Brooke:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do
which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this kind of The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for
Conserving Large, Complex Systems to read.

Linda Meier:

Exactly why? Because this The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large,
Complex Systems is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Cheri Adamo:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and
Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Science of Open Spaces: Theory and Practice for Conserving Large, Complex Systems
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers



up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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