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Migration between Mexico and the United States is part of a historical process of increasing North American
integration. This process acquired new momentum with the passage of the North American Free Trade
Agreement in 1994, which lowered barriers to the movement of goods, capital, services, and information.
But rather than include labor in this new regime, the United States continues to resist the integration of the
labor markets of the two countries. Instead of easing restrictions on Mexican labor, the United States has
militarized its border and adopted restrictive new policies of immigrant disenfranchisement. Beyond Smoke
and Mirrors examines the devastating impact of these immigration policies on the social and economic
fabric of the Mexico and the United States, and calls for a sweeping reform of the current system.

Beyond Smoke and Mirrors shows how U.S. immigration policies enacted between 1986–1996—largely for
symbolic domestic political purposes—harm the interests of Mexico, the United States, and the people who
migrate between them. The costs have been high. The book documents how the massive expansion of border
enforcement has wasted billions of dollars and hundreds of lives, yet has not deterred increasing numbers of
undocumented immigrants from heading north. The authors also show how the new policies unleashed a host
of unintended consequences: a shift away from seasonal, circular migration toward permanent settlement; the
creation of a black market for Mexican labor; the transformation of Mexican immigration from a regional
phenomenon into a broad social movement touching every region of the country; and even the lowering of
wages for legal U.S. residents. What had been a relatively open and benign labor process before 1986 was
transformed into an exploitative underground system of labor coercion, one that lowered wages and working
conditions of undocumented migrants, legal immigrants, and American citizens alike.

Beyond Smoke and Mirrors offers specific proposals for repairing the damage. Rather than denying the
reality of labor migration, the authors recommend regularizing it and working to manage it so as to promote
economic development in Mexico, minimize costs and disruptions for the United States, and maximize
benefits for all concerned. This book provides an essential "user's manual" for readers seeking a historical,
theoretical, and substantive understanding of how U.S. policy on Mexican immigration evolved to its current
dysfunctional state, as well as how it might be fixed.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican
Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Susie Vadnais:

The particular book Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration
will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Beyond Smoke and
Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joseph Haner:

The guide with title Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration
has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Madeline Cecil:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican
Immigration in an Era of Economic Integration it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.
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