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What does it mean to grow up today as working-class young adults? How does the economic and social
instability left in the wake of neoliberalism shape their identities, their understandings of the American
Dream, and their futures?

Coming Up Short illuminates the transition to adulthood for working-class men and women. Moving away
from easy labels such as the "Peter Pan generation," Jennifer Silva reveals the far bleaker picture of how the
erosion of traditional markers of adulthood-marriage, a steady job, a house of one's own-has changed what it
means to grow up as part of the post-industrial working class. Based on one hundred interviews with
working-class people in two towns-Lowell, Massachusetts, and Richmond, Virginia-Silva sheds light on
their experience of heightened economic insecurity, deepening inequality, and uncertainty about marriage
and family. Silva argues that, for these men and women, coming of age means coming to terms with the
absence of choice. As possibilities and hope contract, moving into adulthood has been re-defined as a
process of personal struggle-an adult is no longer someone with a small home and a reliable car, but someone
who has faced and overcome personal demons to reconstruct a transformed self. Indeed, rather than turn to
politics to restore the traditional working class, this generation builds meaning and dignity through the
struggle to exorcise the demons of familial abuse, mental health problems, addiction, or betrayal in past
relationships. This dramatic and largely unnoticed shift reduces becoming an adult to solitary suffering, self-
blame, and an endless seeking for signs of progress.

This powerfully written book focuses on those who are most vulnerable-young, working-class people,
including African-Americans, women, and single parents-and reveals what, in very real terms, the demise of
the social safety net means to their fragile hold on the American Dream.
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From reader reviews:

Cecilia Moore:

The ability that you get from Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in an Age of Uncertainty may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in an
Age of Uncertainty giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Coming Up Short:
Working-Class Adulthood in an Age of Uncertainty instantly.

Sanjuana Day:

Precisely why? Because this Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in an Age of Uncertainty is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Dwight Roberts:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in an Age of Uncertainty your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in
an Age of Uncertainty giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Leigh Harris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Coming Up Short: Working-
Class Adulthood in an Age of Uncertainty that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then



how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Coming Up Short: Working-Class Adulthood in an
Age of Uncertainty become your own starter.
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