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In this amazing story of high stakes competition between two titans, Richard Moran shows how the electric
chair developed not out of the desire to be more humane but through an effort by one nineteenth-century
electric company to discredit the other.

In 1882, Thomas Edison ushered in the “age of electricity” when he illuminated Manhattan’s Pearl Street
with his direct current (DC) system. Six years later, George Westinghouse lit up Buffalo with his less
expensive alternating current (AC). The two men quickly became locked in a fierce rivalry, made all the
more complicated by a novel new application for their product: the electric chair. When Edison set out to
persuade the state of New York to use Westinghouse’s current to execute condemned criminals,
Westinghouse fought back in court, attempting to stop the first electrocution and keep AC from becoming
the “executioner’s current.” In this meticulously researched account of the ensuing legal battle and the
horribly botched first execution, Moran raises disturbing questions not only about electrocution, but about
about our society’s tendency to rely on new technologies to answer moral questions.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Executioner's Current:
Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Yael Whitehead:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Executioner's Current:
Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Ruby Pritchett:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George
Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the
Electric Chair has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that will.

Marvin Smith:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric Chair we can
get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
this book Executioner's Current: Thomas Edison, George Westinghouse, and the Invention of the Electric
Chair. You can more inviting than now.
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