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Farm workers were central to the development of Canada's prairie West. From 1878, when the first shipment
of prairie grain went to international markets, to 1929, when the Great Depression signalled the end of the
wheat boom, the role of hired hands changed dramatically. Prior to World War One, hired hands viewed
themselves and were treated in the rural community as equals to their farmer employers. Many were farmers
in training, informal apprentices who worked for wages so they could accumulate the capital and experience
needed to secure their own free 160-acre parcels of land. In later years, as free lands were taken, hired hands
increasingly faced the hkehhood of remaining waged labourers on the farms of others. They became
agricultural proletarians.

In this first full-length study of labour in Canadian prairie agriculture during the period of settlement and
expansion, Cecilia Danysk examines the changing work and the growing rural community of the West
through the eyes of the workers themselves. World War One was a catalyst in bringing into focus the
conflicting nature of labour-capital relations and the divergent aims of workers and their employers. Yet,
attempts at union organization were unsuccessful because most hired hands worked alone and because
governments assisted farmers by stifling such attempts. The workers' greatest form of workplace control was
to walk off one job and find another.

Previously published by McClelland & Stewart
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-
1930 (Canadian Social History Series).

Eleanor Gomez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social
History Series).

Wanda Riddle:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social
History Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.

Iva Simmon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Hired Hands:
Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History Series).
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