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In the nineteenth-century South, there existed numerous local pockets where cultures and values different
from those of the dominant planter class prevailed. One such area was the Florida parishes of southeastern
Louisiana, where peculiar conditions combined to create an enclave of white yeomen. In the years after the
Civil War, levels of violence among these men escalated to create a state of chronic anarchy, producing an
enduring legacy of bitterness and suspicion. In Samuel C. Hyde’s careful and original study of a society that
degenerated into utter chaos, he illuminates the factors that allowed these conditions to arise and triumph.

Early in the century, the Florida parishes were characterized by an exceptional level of social and political
turmoil. Stability emerged as the cotton economy expanded into the piney-woods parishes during the 1820s
and 1830s, bringing with it slaves and prosperity—but also bringing increasing dominance of the region by a
powerful planter elite that shaped state government to suit its purposes.

By the early 1840s, Jacksonian political rhetoric inspired a newfound assertiveness among the common folk.
With the construction of a railroad through the piney-woods region at the close of the antebellum period and
the collapse of the planter class at the end of the Civil War, the plain folk were finally able to reject the
planters’ authority. Traditional patterns of political and economic stability were permanently disrupted, and
the residents—their Jeffersonian traditions now corrupted by the brutal war and Reconstruction
periods—rejected all governance and resorted increasingly to violence as the primary solution to conflict.
For the remainder of the nineteenth century, the Florida Parishes had some of the highest murder rates in the
country.

In Pistols and Politics, Hyde gives serious scrutiny to a region heretofore largely neglected by historians,
integrating the anomalies of one area of Louisiana into the history of the state and the wider South. He
reassesses the prevailing myth of poverty in the piney woods, portrays the conscious methods of the ruling
planter elite to manipulate the common people, and demonstrates the destructive possibilities inherent in the
area’s political traditions as well as the complex mores, values, and dynamics of a society that produced
some of the fiercest and most enduring feuds in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Pistols
and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901. All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Patrick Cartwright:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma
of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901 book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Randy Johnson:

This Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901 is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in
Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Myrtle Anderson:

This Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901 is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in
Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1901 can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel



drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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