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"The term 'feudal society' is a caricature. It was invented by nineteenth-century historians to capture a
particular period in French history, that of the retreat of monarchy (and thus of state authority) and the
supposed tyranny of fiefdoms. It had its uses. As caricatures go, it was no worse than many others. But it was
both reductionist and unbalanced. Among other things, it reduced society to bonds of dependency that were
ritualized and personalized, and it imagined a scenario of quasi-independent castles, each with its own
knights, existing in a state of continuous warfare with one another. It largely ignored other links and
networks, and it overlooked the fact that warfare between neighbors was intermittent and limited.
Meanwhile, in the real world, apart from such conflict-though sometimes through it-social construction was
going on."?Dominique Barthélemy

In a collection of combative essays, updated for this new translation, Dominique Barthélemy presents a
sharply revisionist account of the history of France around the year 1000. He challenges the view, developed
in the enormously influential writings of Georges Duby and others, that France underwent a kind of
revolution at the millennium that transformed it into the classic feudal, or seigneurial, society we know from
a host of college textbooks.

Barthélemy advances his own original views, positing a much more complex and incremental evolution, and
maintaining that the post-Carolingian world was more dynamic and creative than Duby and his successors
have held. Barthélemy's view requires historians to radically rethink their notions of the history of serfs and
nobles, of the so-called Peace of God movements, of the influence (indeed, even the existence) of
millenarian fears, and of the nature of the legal system in early medieval Europe. Moreover, it challenges the
utility of the term "feudalism" itself, and of our notion that Europe of the High Middle Ages was a "feudal
society."

Originally published in French under the title La mutation de l'an mil a-t-elle eu lieu?, this book has
generated loud debate on both sides of the Atlantic. In addition to having been revised throughout, the
Cornell edition contains a new preface, concluding chapter, and bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Juanita Hernandez:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just their can
do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need that The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian to read.

Jeffery Hall:

The event that you get from The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian instantly.

India Mead:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian can be excellent book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jolene Rivera:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Serf, the Knight, and the Historian was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Serf, the Knight, and the
Historian has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading that will.
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