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Distinguished playwright David Edgar examines the mechanisms and techniques which dramatists
throughout the ages have employed to structure their plays and to express their meaning.

Written for playwrights and playgoers alike, Edgar’s analysis starts with the building blocks of whole plays –
plot, character creation, genre and structure – and moves on to scenes and devices. He shows how plays
share a common architecture without which the uniqueness of their authors’ vision would be invisible.

What does King Lear have in common with Cinderella? What does Jaws owe to Ibsen? From Aeschylus to
Alan Ayckbourn, from Chekhov to Caryl Churchill, are there common principles by which all plays work?

How Plays Work is a masterclass for playwrights and playmakers and a fascinating guide to the anatomy of
drama.

'Lucid, deeply intelligent... combines theatrical acumen with the assured know-how of a working dramatist'
Terry Eagleton, Times Literary Supplement

'Fascinating... Read It. You will learn a lot.' The Stage
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Gannon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed How Plays Work
(Nick Hern Books)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Judy Washburn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that How Plays Work
(Nick Hern Books) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jennifer Fountain:

The book untitled How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Nikki Kirkland:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books) can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books).
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