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The Devil in History is a provocative analysis of the relationship between communism and fascism.
Reflecting the author’s personal experiences within communist totalitarianism, this is a book about political
passions, radicalism, utopian ideals, and their catastrophic consequences in the twentieth century’s
experiments in social engineering. Vladimir Tismaneanu brilliantly compares communism and fascism as
competing, sometimes overlapping, and occasionally strikingly similar systems of political totalitarianism.
He examines the inherent ideological appeal of these radical, revolutionary political movements, the visions
of salvation and revolution they pursued, the value and types of charisma of leaders within these political
movements, the place of violence within these systems, and their legacies in contemporary politics.

The author discusses thinkers who have shaped contemporary understanding of totalitarian
movements—people such as Hannah Arendt, Raymond Aron, Isaiah Berlin, Albert Camus, François Furet,
Tony Judt, Ian Kershaw, Leszek Kolakowski, Richard Pipes, and Robert C. Tucker. As much a theoretical
analysis of the practical philosophies of Marxism-Leninism and Fascism as it is a political biography of
particular figures, this book deals with the incarnation of diabolically nihilistic principles of human
subjugation and conditioning in the name of presumably pure and purifying goals. Ultimately, the author
claims that no ideological commitment, no matter how absorbing, should ever prevail over the sanctity of
human life. He comes to the conclusion that no party, movement, or leader holds the right to dictate to the
followers to renounce their critical faculties and to embrace a pseudo-miraculous, a mystically self-centered,
delusional vision of mandatory happiness.
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From reader reviews:

Linda King:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Devil in History:
Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kathleen King:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the
Twentieth Century this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Fred Ashman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and
Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century.

Diana Brunswick:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Devil in History: Communism,
Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some



Lessons of the Twentieth Century to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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